WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY 

ABOUT VOWS
I. WHAT IS A VOW?

THE BIBLE SAYS: 
   NUM 30:2        GEN 28:20

I SAM 1:11
  NUM 6:1-8      PSA 132:2-5


FROM THIS WE LEARN:

1. A vow is an oath that binds the soul before God.





Num 30:2

2. A vow is a promise to perform certain things in return for benefits hoped for from God.
Gen 28:20

3. A vow can be a promise to abstain from certain things in order to secure God’s blessings or to secure things desired—for example the Nazarite vow.






I Sam 1:11

4. Sometimes vows are made for discipline or dedication to accomplish certain purposes.Num 6:1-8; Ps 132:2-5

5. Vows cannot include things already consecrated to God, such as tithes. 


Lev 27:26

6. Vows cannot include things that are an abomination to God, such as hiring a prostitute or the price of a dog.












Deut 23:18

II. HOW BINDING IS A VOW?

THE BIBLE SAYS:  
PS 15:4;   JER 11:30-31, 35

ECCL 5:4-6       NUM 30:3-8, 13-15

FROM THIS WE LEARN:

1. A vow is an oath to God and is to be carried out, even if it brings great personal sacrifice. Ps 15:4

Judges 11:30-31, 35

2. We must be careful with making vows rashly.





Eccl 5:4-6

3. A father could veto vows of his daughter.






Num 30:3-5

4. A husband could veto vows of his wife. 






Num 30:6-8, 13

But if he did not veto the  vow but later caused her to break the vow, he was responsible-not her. 
Num 30:14-15

III.  ARE WE COMMANDED TO MAKE VOWS?

THE BIBLE SAYS:

DEUT 23:21-22


FROM THIS WE LEARN:

1. We are not commanded to make vows—but once made, they are expected to be carried out.  Deut 23:21-22

IV.  DID JESUS CONDEMN VOWS?

THE BIBLE SAYS:

MATT 15:4-6

FROM THIS WE LEARN:

1. Jesus condemned the misuse of vows as a means of escaping our responsibilities. 
Matt 15:4-6
