WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY 

ABOUT MERCY
INTRO:
Mercy & grace are opposites. 1) Mercy is not getting what you deserve. It is withholding just punishment.  2) Grace is getting what you don’t deserve or unmerited favor. Mercy is a judge finding you guilty but suspending any punishment. Grace is the same judge awarding you $1,000,000 after finding you guilty. 

I.  DOES GOD EXTEND MERCY TO FALLEN MAN? 

THE BIBLE SAYS: EX 33:14
   JER 21:14

NUM 32:23
   
HEB 2:2
   LAM 3:39

FROM THIS WE LEARN:

1. God is sovereign. His mercy is determined only by His will.



Ex 33:19

2. Though God is merciful, He clearly teaches that man will not go unpunished for His sins.

       Jer 21:14; Num 32:23

3. When we receive just punishment for sins, we have no right to complain.
Heb 2:2; Lam 3:39


II. WHY DOES GOD ALLOW US TO SEEMINGLY “GET BY” WITH SIN?

THE BIBLE SAYS:
ROM 2:4
ECCL 8:11

II PET 3:15

JOB 33:27-30


FROM THIS WE LEARN:

1. We must not mistake God’s patience for approval for the wrong way we are living. His delay in punishment is meant to lead us to repentance. 



Rom 2:4; Eccl 8:11

2. It is God’s desire that His patience will give people opportunities to be saved. 
II Pet 3:15

3. God’s great mercy works overtime to keep us from the vast majority of harm that surrounds our lives. 










Job 33:27-30

III.  WHO NEEDS MERCY?

THE BIBLE SAYS:
ROM 11:30-32

ROM 6:23

EPH 2:3-5


FROM THIS WE LEARN:

1. God has placed all men alike in debt for their sins but has made mercy available for all that each can be saved. 








Rom 11:30-32; Rom 6:23

2. Everyone that has been made alive unto Christ has done so because of God’s mercy. Eph 2:3-5

IV. WHAT IF GOD DOES NOT CHOOSE TO EXTEND MERCY?

THE BIBLE SAYS:
ROM 9:15

EX 34:6-7 

GAL 6:1-2 


JUDE 21-23


MI 6:8

MATT 18:32-35

FROM THIS WE LEARN:

1. Recognize & acknowledge God’s right to extend mercy when & how He chooses.  Rom 9:15

2. Realize that we deserve far more punishment than we receive.


Ex 34:6-7

3. When God’s justice comes to others, we as fellow Believers should share in their sorrows and help to restore them. 







Gal 6:1-2;  Jude 21-23

4. Remember, just as we need & desire God’s mercy, we must be generous in our attitude towards others.









Mi 6:8; Matt 18:32-35

