WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY 

ABOUT FRIENDS
INTRO:   Webster defines a friend as:    1. one who is attached to another by affection, esteem, or respect…. one who desires his company…one who seeks and promotes his happiness and prosperity… and one who is opposed to his foes or enemies.    2. It means to support  or aid or favor.
3. But what does the Bible say?

 I. WHAT IS A FRIEND?

THE BIBLE SAYS: 

PRO 17:17

PRO 27:6

JOB 6:14

PRO 27:4

ECCL 4:9-12

PRO 18:24

FROM THIS WE LEARN:

1. A friend is loyal in his support in both good and bad times.



Pro 17:17

2. A friend is faithful even when he must disagree with our position.


Pro 27:6

3. A friend is one who feels our pain and expresses pity during times of adversity.  
Job 6:14

4. A friend is one who lifts the heart and brings encouragement and hope.


Pro 27:9

5. A friend is one who makes us stronger.






Eccl 4:9-12

6. A friend overcomes our loneliness and always seems to be there when needed.  

Pro 18:24

II. HOW DO YOU FIND AND KEEP FRIENDS? 

THE BIBLE SAYS:

PRO 18:24

PRO 19:6

AMOS 3:3

PRO 27:10


PRO 25:17; 27:14

PRO 6:1-3; 17:18
PRO 16:28

PRO 17:9
       
I COR 13:4-7

FROM THIS WE LEARN:

1. To make friends, we must do our part by being friendly.




Pro 18:24

2. Generosity attracts people and provides the opportunity to develop friends. 

Pro 19:6

3. Friends are found with those who we agree with.





Amos 3:3

4. We make and keep friends by not abandoning them when they need us.


Pro 27:10



5. To keep friends, we must be considerate of their needs. 




Pro 25:17; 27:14

6. Though generosity is encouraged, over extending one’s help can bring great damage to a friendship.













Pro 6:1-3; 17:18

7. Gossip can separate even the best of friends.





Pro 16:28

8. Be careful who you listen—especially when it concerns your friends.


Pro 17:9

9. Friends are not jealous, envious, or in competition with each other.


I Cor 13:4-7

III. DOES THE BIBLE HAVE EXAMPLES OF GOOD FRIENDS? 

THE BIBLE SAYS:

II CHRON 20:7; ISA 41:8

I SAM 20:30-33; 23:16-17

II SAM 1:26


ACTS 10:24



JN 15:14-15



FROM THIS WE LEARN:

1. Abraham was called the “friend of God”.





           II Chron 20:7; Isa 41:8

2. Jonathan was a friend of David.

A. He interceded for his friend.






I Sam 20:30-33

B. He strengthened David in his faith and assured David that he was with him.  
I Sam 23:16-17

C. His loyal support brought great inner peace to David.



II Sam 1:26


3. Cornelius gathered his friends to hear the Gospel and to be saved.


Acts 10:24

4. Jesus is our friend if we seek to live in harmony with Him.



Jn 15:14-15

IV.  WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT THE WRONG KINDS OF FRIENDS?

THE BIBLE SAYS:

JOB 16:20

II SAM 13:3

PRO 2:10

PRO 22:24-25

AMOS 3:3

II COR 6:14-17
PRO 26:20

FROM THIS WE LEARN:

1. Those who continue to offer wrong council.





Job 16:20

2. Those who get you to do wrong things.






II Sam 13:3

3. Those who character is devoid of decent things.





Pro 2:10

4. Those who are filled with anger and bitterness. 





Pro 22:24-25

5. Those who lifestyle, goals, and philosophy of life conflict with Christian teachings. Amos 3:3; II Cor 6:14-17

6. Those who seek to separate you from your loved ones.




Pro 26:20

