WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY 

ABOUT THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH  
INTRO:    The word “church” is never used to describe a denomination or a group of churches. Each church in the New Testament was completely autonomous.  A church is a group of baptized believers who have joined together to live as directed by the Word of God. Their purpose is to carry out the Great Commission. 

I. WHO STARTED THE CHURCH? 

THE BIBLE SAYS: 

MATT 16:18

FROM THIS WE LEARN:
1. Christ Himself built and established the church.
II. WHEN DID THE CHURCH BEGIN? 

THE BIBLE SAYS:

MATT 16:18; 19:15-17
  JN 19:30   ACTS 1:8; 2:1-4, 41-47

FROM THIS WE LEARN:
1. Christ Himself built the church.




Matt 16:18

2. When Jesus died upon the cross, everything He came to do was completed.
Jn 19:30

3. Disputes are to be brought before the church. Hard to do if invisible. By the time of Christ’s death, Church had: commission, ordinances, treasurer, etc.
Matt 18:15-17

4. The church was told to wait for a filling of power before doing the work of a church—which is witnessing of Christ around the world.



Acts 1:8

5. Acts 2 is the empowering of the church for its mission.

Acts 2:1-4, 41-47 

III. WHO CAN JOIN A NT CHURCH? 

THE BIBLE SAYS:

ACTS 2:41-42, 47

ROM 6:3-4

FROM THIS WE LEARN:
1. Those who get saved and baptized are called to the church.
Acts 2:47

2. Baptism is by immersion. It represents His death, burial, and resurrection.  Rom 6:3-4

IV. WHO IS THE HEAD OF THE NT CHURCH?

THE BIBLE SAYS:

COL 1:18

FROM THIS WE LEARN:
1. Christ is the Head of the Church. The New Testament Church has only one headquarters-- Heaven.

V. WHAT DOES THE NT CHURCH DO?


THE BIBLE SAYS:

I TIM 3:15-16

JUDE 3

MATT 28:18-20

FROM THIS WE LEARN:
1. It is a House of God-place of worship.

I Tim 3:15



2. It is a pillar—place of strength- stabilizing-holding together.  I Tim3:15

3. It is the guardian and dispenser of truth.

I Tim3:15
Jude 3

4. It is responsible for all evangelism that takes place.
Matt 28:18-20

5. It 
1) fosters fellowship
2) administers the ordinances
3) leads us to pray

4) displays the power of God
5) brings unity    6)encourages giving
 7) develops fidelity

8) gives joy
9) leads praises
10) saves souls
Acts 2:41-47

VI. WHO LEADS THE NT CHURCH?


THE BIBLE SAYS:

I TIM 3:1, 4-5;  5:17-19

II TIM 4:2

HEB 13:17

FROM THIS WE LEARN:
1. The word bishop means overseer and is used synonymously with pastor, elder, and shepherd.
I Tim 3:1

2. The Bishop is to take care of the House of God. Sheep needs lots of care. I Tim 3:5

3. Elders are to rule and be cared for by the church.




I Tim 5:117-18

4. Elders reputation must be carefully guarded. 




I Tim 5:19

5. Elders are to warn, name sin, and encourage the church with their preaching. II Tim 4:2

6. Elders instructions are to be carefully regarded.




Heb 13:17

