WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT

 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

I. IS IT WRONG TO DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES?

THE BIBLE SAYS:

PROVERBS:
 
20:1  
   23:29-35
31:4-5

ISA 5:11-14


ISA 28:7-8

FROM THIS WE LEARN: 









1. Alcohol is deceptive; people who believe in moderation are easily misled and are not wise. Pro 20:1

2. Alcohol brings problems, sorrow, disorientation, quarrels, bodily harm, physical impairments, etc.      












Pro 23:29

3. Christians are not ever to look upon wine that has been fermented.  


Pro 23:31

4. Alcohol bites like a serpent and stings like an adder.      




Pro 23:32

5. Alcohol leads to infidelity and immorality.  





Pro 23:33

6. Alcohol leads people to say strange, perverse, harmful and shameful things.   

Pro 23:33

7. Alcohol causes people to do dangerous things that can lead to death, drowning and loneliness.     












Pro 23:34

8. Alcohol leads to a numbness and addiction.    





Pro 23:35

9. Alcohol perverts your judgment.      






Pro 31:4-5

10. Alcohol is associated with spiritual laxity, moral degeneracy, and increasing the number going to hell.     











Isa 5:11-14

11. Alcohol leads even the best of God’s people to error, misjudgment and uncleanness.  
Isa 28:7-8

II. IS IT WRONG TO DRINK WINE?

THE BIBLE SAYS:

DEUT 11:14

II CHRON 31:5
         
NEH 13:15

PRO 3:10


ISA 65:8

GEN 9:21


I TIM 5:23 



PRO 31:6-7


I TIM 3:3

I TIM 3:8

FROM THIS WE LEARN:

1. Sometimes wine refers to fresh grape juice, the fruit of the vine.    
Deut 11:14; II Chron 31:5; 

       Neh 13:15; Pro 3:10; Isa 65:8

2. Sometimes wine refers to alcoholic beverage as already stated.      

Pro 20:1; 23:29-35

3. The context will always show which is referred to.     




Gen 9:21       

4. Grape juice was often a word used for medicinal purposes.  Alcohol is not good for stomach problems.











I Tim 5:23  

5. Alcohol, as an anesthetic and painkiller, was to be given to those dying, who were ready to perish.

Pro 31:6-7 

6. Leaders were told not to “be given” to wine or addicted to wine, which could only refer to alcoholic wine.











I Tim 3:3

7. Since we are not prohibited from drinking grape juice, we are not told to drink no wine.













I Tim 3:8
III. BUT DID NOT JESUS DRINK WINE?

THE BIBLE SAYS:

HEB 7:26

MATT 5:17-18

HAB 2-15 

I THES 5:22


LEV 10:9-11

JN 3:17


ISA 5:11-14

ROM 14:21


JN 2:20-11

FROM THIS WE LEARN:

1. The wine Jesus drank fit his character-- holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners.   Heb 7:26

2. The wine Jesus drank would not lead him to contradict scripture and give wine to his neighbor and be 

     associated with evil appearances.  



Matt 5:17-18; Hab 2:15; I Thess 5:22

3. The wine Jesus drank could not conflict with the commands of God for priests, kings and princes.  

Lev 10:9-11; Pro 31:4-5-- Jesus is Prince of Peace (Isa 9:6) and King of Kings 
(Rev 19:16).

4. Jesus came to save people from Hell-- not send them there.    


Jn 3:17; Isa 5:11-14 

5. Jesus would not be a stumbling block by giving alcohol to others who might be having trouble with alcohol.    










Rom 14:21

6. The wine Jesus turned the water into was not alcoholic but unfermented.  These people were not intoxicated by the time the extra wine was served. They knew it was the best they had consumed at the wedding. 










Jn 2:3-10

7. Serving alcohol to a bunch of drunks at a wedding feast could not have brought glory to the Son of God.       











Jn 2:10-11

IV.  WHAT IF CHRISTIANS ONLY DRINK IN MODERATION?

THE BIBLE SAYS:

I PET 5:8-9


1 PET 2:9

LEV 10:8-11

PRO 23:31


II COR 6:17-7:1

I THESS 5:22

ROM 14:21

PRO 20:1

FROM THIS WE LEARN:

1. Even light drinking impairs thinking and lowers alertness to spiritual danger. 

I Pet 5:8-9 

2. Christians are priests, and the Bible forbids Priests to drink.  


       I Pet 2:9; Lev 10:8-11

3. Christians are not to look upon or touch unclean things.   
    


 Pro 23:31; II Cor 6:17-7:1

4. Christians are to abstain even from the appearances of evil.   



I Thess 5:22

5. Christians are to do nothing that may lead to others stumbling.    



Rom 14:21

6. Christians are not to allow themselves to be deceived or mislead.  


Pro 20:1
